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UNM Occupational
Therapy Program
Rated 23rd
in the Nation
The U.S. News and World Report magazine (April 2002)
recently ranked the University of New Mexico (UNM)
Occupational Therapy Graduate Program as 23rct in the
nation out of 68 graduate schools that offer occupational
therapy. This was the first year that the occupational therapy
program was eligible for ranking a s we recently
transitioned from an undergraduate program to a graduate
program. This ranking is even more impressive as the
majority of the 22 academic occupational therapy programs
ranked higher than UNM also offer advanced graduate
programs in occupational therapy. Eighteen of the 22 higher
ranked universities offer advanced masters and doctoral
programs to individuals who are already occupational
therapists. Only 4 higher ranked occupational therapy
academic programs had only entry level graduate programs
similar to the UNM Occupational Therapy Graduate Program.

perspectives

2002 Off to a
Great Start:
New Funding and
10-year ACOTE (AOTA)
Accreditation
After several years of hard work, the Occupational
Therapy Graduate Program received significant new
funding for the educational program. These recuning
funds came from UNM with our mo vement of the
program to a graduate level. There were immediate
positive effects from the new money including the hiring
of a new doctorally prepared faculty member, the
addition of a half-time staff position to focus on student
recruitment and admissions and new fund s to meet
general student learning needs. This will allow the
program to continue to develop and thrive. In addition,
because the program received financial support from the
University, we received the highest level of accreditation
from the American Occupational Therapy Association
Accreditation Council. Based on the accreditation sitevisit in June 2001 , we received a 10-year accreditation
recognizing the excellence of our program.

---------------!---------------

Dr. Crowe Participates in
World Meetings on Occupational Therapy
Terry Crowe recently represented the United
States at the 25th Council Meeting and 13th
World Congress of World Federation of
Occupational Therapists (WFOT) in Sweden. At
the Congress, Dr. Crowe presented research
focusing on community accessibility for people
with mobility challenges conducted during her
sabbatical in Oaxaca, Mexico.

Representing the American Occupational
Therapy Association at the WFOT Council
meeting, Dr. Crowe joined delegates from 46
other countries in developing global plans in
areas such as standards, quality, education and
research. Among the goals set were to
continue to work collaboratively with the
World Health Organization and to be proactive
and responsive to developments that impact
occupational therapy in the global environment.

Terry Crowe at the WFOT Congress in Sweden with the
Delegates from the Republic ofKorea, Kaehyuk Kang
and Kyoumgmin Lee.

Rural Health Interdisciplinary Program (RHIP)
Now Directed by Dr. VanLeit
The Rural Health Interdisciplinary Program (RHIP)
started in 1990 and has recently received funding to
continue until 2005. Betsy VanLeit, PhD, OTR/L is
the current Principal Investigator and Director for the
Program which is based in the University of New Mexico
Health Sciences Center. The RHIP brings together
students from many health professions for shared
learning experiences. The disciplines represented in the
program includes: dental hygiene, master's in public
health, medical laboratory sciences, medicine, nursing,
occupational therapy, pharmacy, physical therapy,
physician's assistant, respiratory therapy, social work and

speech pathology. Participants develop skills and
appreciation for an interdisciplinary model of health care
problem-solving through the use of regular problembased learning sessions on campus and in rural
communities . In addition, students gain practical
experience working in rural health care settings in New
Mexico including Farmington, Roswell, Las Vegas ,
Gallup and Silver City. The rural component of the RHIP
provides rural communities an opportunity to recruit and
retain graduating students as health care providers. For
more information about the RHIP, you may contact Betsy
VanLeit at 272-3441.

Faculty/Student Professional Productivity
The Occupational Therapy Program faculty have a long standing tradition of mentoring our students both academically
and professionally. We feel that one of our obligations is to assist our students in disseminating the results and
findings from class projects, independent studies, masters theses and masters projects. Since the first class of
students arrived in summer of 1993, students and faculty have 12 articles published or in press and 5 articles
submitted to professional journals or newsletters. These have been published in Physical and Occupational Therapy
in Pediatrics, AJOT, A rthritis Care and Research, Spinal Cord Rehabilitation, Occupational Therapy Journal of
Research, and AOTA Education Special Interest Section Quarterly. In addition, the 1st master's degree class wrote
an entire issue of HealthSmart, the UNMH newsletter. This focused on ergonomics in the office, lifting without
injury and backpack safety. Faculty and students have collaboratively presented 14 local/state presentations, 18
national presentations and 2 international presentations. These presentations have not only been at Occupational
Therapy conferences but also at multidisciplinary conferences including the State Disability and Research Symposium,
Rheumatology Health Professional conferences, and the Society for Neurosciences. We are very proud of the
outstanding work our students do under the mentorship of Occupational Therapy faculty members.

UNM Occupational Therapy
Graduate Program Faculty Receive Honors
We are proud to announce that Tina McNulty, PhD, OTR/L recently completed
her doctoral degree in Education with an interdisciplinary specialization in
Occupational Therapy at Colorado State University. Her doctoral dissertation
was entitled: "Comparison of the Daily Functioning of Older Adults Who are
Homebound and Nonhomebound".
As if that were not enough, Tina also recently received the Cordelia Meyers Writers
Award from the American Occupational Therapy Association in Miami Beach,
Florida. Only one national award is given each year to recognize the best article
by a first time author to the American Journal of Occupational Therapy. Dr.
McNulty's article, "Validity of Using the Assessment of Motor and Process Skills
to Estimate Overall Home Safety in Persons with Psychiatric Conditions" was
published in the American Journal of Occupational Therapy, November/
December/2001 issue.

Patricia A. Burtner, PhD, OTR/L was recognized as a Fellow in the American
Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) for her contributions to Practice,
Research and Education in Pediatric Occupational Therapy. Of the over 100,000
occupational therapists practicing in the United States, only about 700 therapists
have received this high honor. At the AOTA Conference in Miami Beach, Florida
in early May, 24 occupational therapists including Dr. Burtner joined the AOTA
Roster of Fellows. Pat also was promoted to Associate Professor with tenure in July.

Research Awards

Dr. Terry Crowe, Dr. Paul Roth, Elizabeth (Lizzie) Phillips

Dr. Paul Roth, Dean of the UNM School of
Medicine presented Dr. Terry Crowe and
Elizabeth (Lizzie) Phillips state research
awards on Oct. 16, 2002 at the 6th Annual
New Mexico Disability Conference. Terry
received the 2002 David J. Jackson Distinguished Research Award and Lizzie received
the Outstanding Student Research Award.
Researchers from all disciplines and across
the state are eligible for these special awards so
it was an honor for two occupational therapists
to receive these awards. Congratulations
Terry and Lizzie!

Welcome New Faculty/Staff
The Occupational Therapy faculty and staff are happy to welcome two new
faculty members, Martha Hartgraves, Ph.D., OTR/L and Renee Soderlund, MA,
OTR/L, as well as our new work-study student, Ms. Amanda Lozano. All of
these special individuals joined us in August 2002.

Dr. Martha Hartgraves graduated with a BSOT from the University of Texas
Medical Branch, Galveston and a Ph.D. from the Westfaelische-WilhelmsUniversiatet in Germany. Before joining our program, Dr. Hartgraves taught at
Texas Tech University in Odessa, Texas. Her clinical background includes
extensive experience in physical disabilities in inpatient and outpatient settings.
Her teaching responsibilities include Applied Kinesiology, Physiology, and she
is the coordinator of Survey of Medical Science I.
Ms. Renee Soderlund graduated with a BSOT from Eastern Michigan University in 1980; Credentialed from
UCLA Extension 1989 in Gerontology and Older Adult Education; MA (advanced Masters degree) in Occupational
Therapy in 1998. Ms. Soderlund practice areas include gerontology, mental health, and wellness. She practiced in
California for 22 years before moving to Las Vegas, New Mexico where she presently lives with her husband, She
enjoys hiking, camping, walking, reading, and hosting dinner parties. As a part-time faculty, Ms. Soderlund is
responsible for all issues related to our students' fieldwork placement.
Ms. Amanda Lozano joined us in August as our new work-study. She is a UNM Psychology student with a minor
in Family Studies and plans to pursue a graduate degree either in Occupational Therapy or in Counseling. She has
a great academic record with a 3 .9 GPA and is a recipient of a Presidential Scholarship since 1999. She participates
as a volunteer with the Women's Community Association (a domestic abuse shelter); she enjoys watching sports
and going to the movies with her husband. Amanda joins our work-study student of 3 years, Theresa Torres.
Bienvenidas ! !

Thank You!
We want to thank our current Adjunct Occupational
Therapy Faculty Members and individuals who taught
courses this past year. Special thanks to:
Barb Berlin, BAOT, OTR/L, Albuquerque Public
Schools
Linda Carroll, CHT, OTR/L, Carroll Hand Clinic
Teri Collier, OTR/L, (taught Special Topics Course:
Assistive Technology)
Sheryl Fleck, OTR/L, Albuquerque Public Schools
Jean Haseman, RN, OTR/L, Albuquerque Public
Schools
Lynn Hatfield, MOT, CHT, OTR/L, Presbyterian
Health Care System (coordinated Physiology
course)
Shirley Hicks, OTR/L, retired OT
Margo Holm, Ph.D., OTR, University of Pittsburgh
(taught special topics course on EvidenceB ased Practice)
Ginny Laadt, Ph.D., OTR/L, UNM Department of
Pediatrics
Valerie Meyer-Girard, OTR/L, Carrie Tingley
Hospital

Erin Moody, OTR/L, Explorabilties
Sheila Mun-Bryce, Ph.D, OTR/L, UNM School of
Medicine
Mary Schmidt, OTR/L, HealthSouth
Keri Scott, MS, OTR/L, Albuquerque Public Schools
Gail Stockman, OTR/L, St. Joseph's Hospital
Julia Sweeney, MA, OTR/L, retired OT
Adriene Toubbeh, OTR/L, Veteran's Administration
Medical Center
Marjorie Quine-Smith, OTR/L, Albuquerque Public
Schools
Carla Cay Williams, OTR/L, KidPower
Adjunct Occupational Therapy faculty members
contribute to our program in multiple ways. Each year
the core faculty review contributions and nominate
individuals. Adjunct faculty members need to be involved
in several curriculum activities such as fieldwork
supervision, student coordination, classroom teaching,
research, and problem-based learning facilitation.

Making Strides
Against Breast Cancer
1 ·

youjdr someone you know.

This April, Dr. Pat Burtner lead a group
of OT Faculty, work study students,
friends and family to participate in the
walk against breast cancer. We all joined
together to gather up donations to give
and to walk the 3 miles for this special
cause. Although it was a rainy April day,
everyone walked with a smile.

Theresa Torres, Pat Burtner, Terry Crowe, Susan McKeana,
Hilary Crowe, Janet Poole, Sarah and Tim Picchiarini

Occupational Therapy Graduate Program
Awards Honorees
The Occupational Therapy faculty recently honored four individuals in 2002 as Friends of Occupational Therapy for
their outstanding contributions to the University of New Mexico Occupational Therapy Graduate Program. This
award symbolizes the lifelong learning motif of the Occupational Therapy curriculum design: a partially woven
basket. The basket represents the "weaving" or becoming an occupational therapist beginning with academic study,
then developed through professional practice, professional growth and development, and professional communication.
Each award winner received a hand woven Native American basket for their contributions.
Linda Easley is the Director of the UNM Health Science
Center Budget Office. For years she has been a loyal
advocate related to assisting the educational program to
receive both state and university funds. Linda has been
a creative problem solver during
times of restrictive funds. She
is a professional with
exceptional communication
ability, strategic thinking and
VlSlOn.

Ginny Laadt, Ph.D., OTRL
was one of the 5 community
occupational therapists that
served on a Program Advisory
Board task that assisted in the
creation of the Occupational
Therapy Program. Ginny has
been a consistent contributor to
the program over the past 10 years. She is an
international expert in neonatal medicine, a wonderful
teacher and an outstanding mentor to many of the
Occupational Therapy students.

First Class of Graduate
Students Receive
Special Graduation
Awards

Carla Cay Williams, OTR/L is the founder of Kidpower, a
rehabilitation facility in Albuquerque dedicated to the
therapy needs of children. Carla's clinical expertise and
practical approach to teaching has been an inspiration for
the students since the inception of
the program. Likewise, families
who receive her therapy services
consider her as a key factor in the
changes they see in their children.
She was recognized for her
willingness to share her knowledge,
mentorship and her energetic,
positive approach to therapy
intervention.
Gordon
Smith
was
the
Occupational Therapy Program
administrative assistant for 5 years.
Students entering the program knew
they had a friend in Gordon even before they started their
first course. Gordon helped prepare the _initial documents
for the transition from a bachelor program to a master's
program. Gordon was recognized for his dedication to the
Occupational Therapy Program.

The following awards were presented at the 2002 Graduation
Ceremony in May honoring the first class of Master degree students:
Heather Chiappisi received the Department of Orthopaedics Award
for the highest GPA; Elizabeth Philips received the Research and
Scholarship Award from HealthSouth; and Andrew Schlossor and
Stephanie Fanning received Awards for Leadership and
Professional Commitment from HealthSouth. Congratulations,
Heather, Lizzy, Andrew and Stephanie!!

Research at Carrie Tingley Hospital
In 1999, Patricia Burtner Ph.D., OTR/L, Associate Professor and Kiekhosrow Firoozbakhsh Ph.D. , Research
Professor of the Department of Orthopaedics, established a Clinical Gait and Motion Analysis Research Lab that is
housed in the Carrie Tingley Hospital. Interdisciplinary researchers from the Departments of Neurology, Psychology,
Mechanical Engineering, and Orthopaedics (Physical Therapy and Occupational Therapy) have utilized the lab.
After three years in the current space, plans are underway to move
to the main floor of the hospital to accommodate clinical gait analysis
studies and expanding demands of research collaborations.
Currently the lab has the capacity to measure muscle activity during
movement through electromyography, kinematic changes through
motion analysis, computerized strength measures through a calibrated
dynamometer and, most recently, kinetic measures through force
plates . With a focus on flexibility, studies of individuals ' hand
function , balance abilities, walking, bicycling, and dancing abilities
have been conducted.
Since the lab was established in 1999, 14 research projects have
been conducted with funding from 6 internal grants and 2 external
grants. As a result of these research projects, 7 peer-reviewed
manuscripts have been published in 7 different journals. Research
results have also been di sseminated at 8 national scientific
meetings and 2 international meetings . Three medical students have participated in the research projects
connected with the lab, while 10 occupational therapy and 9 physical therapy students have conducted mentored
research using lab equipment for partial fulfillment of their master's degree or as an independent study.

Class of '97 Reunion
On a beautiful August Saturday, the Class
of 1997 had a wonderful reunion at the
home of Holly Kuehn and Tracy Balk.
Classmates caught up on busy lives,
professional careers and future plans. All
had a fabulou s time along with indulging
on great food.
Pictured here (back row) are Claudia
Gundlach, Marcia Congdon, Rebekah
Hindi (Class of '98), Janet Molina,
Terry Crowe, Pat Burtner, Janet Poole,
Susan Crandall
(Front Row) Donna Correia (with her
daughter), Holly Kuehn, Lisa
Allensworth, Laurie Egvert, Betsy
VanLeit, Tracy Balk (Class of '98)

Education Opportunity for
Graduate Students
Have you thought about going back to graduate school
to enhance your knowledge? Are you interested in
serving children and youth with Neurodevelopmental
Disabilities? If so you might be interested in the New
Mexico LEND (Leadership Education for Health
Professionals Caring for Children with
Neurodevelopmental Disabilities). This is a 9-month
program funded by the U.S. Maternal and Child
Health Bureau. Dr. Terry Crowe has been
the occupational therapy
faculty member in this
unique interdisciplinary
educational program for the
past 9 years. Graduate
students from psychology,
'
OT, PT, audiology, speech/
language pathology, public
administration, nursing, nutrition
and/or social work come together
once a week (Fridays) to learn more
about leadership, public policy /
advocacy, family issues, and
interdisciplinary services. You can earn
graduate credit and receive a stipend for
your involvement.
Currently two
occupational therapy graduate students are
involved: Robert Hobbs from the second class of
UNM OT students and Marie Shije, a current OT
graduate student. In order to be eligible you need to
be enrolled in a graduate program or taking courses
towards enrollment. There are many graduate
programs at UNM (e.g. Public Health, or numerous
graduate programs in the College of Education). If
you are interested in learning more about the LEND
Program , contact Terry at 272 - 2753 .or
tcrowe@salud.unm.edu. Visit the NM LEND website
http://riogrande.cdd.unm.edu/nmlend/index.htm We
are looking for students who are interested in starting
NEXT August 2003.

...

••
•• . .
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Heads Up
~

We will be having a half-day Fieldwork Educators
Workshop on Friday afternoon, March 7, 2003.
Our featured speaker will be Mary Law, Ph.D.,
OT(C), Associate Dean of Health Sciences at
McMaster University in Canada. Dr. Law is a worldrenowned researcher and educator in disability and
occupational therapy research and development. We
are privileged to have this time with her to reflect
and re-energize our focus as fieldwork educators and
occupational therapy practitioners. CEUs will be
provided for attendance.

~

The new "Fieldwork Performance Evaluation
(FWPE) for the Occupational Therapy Student" is
in the final stages of production according to Frank
Gainer, Education Program Manager for AOTA (10/
22/02, AOTA FW e-mail communication).
Reflective of current practice, it helps fieldwork
educators evaluate a student's competencies required
for entry-level occupational therapy practice. The
FWPE replaces the 1987 AOTA Fieldwork
Evaluation Form. AOTA will be offering FWPE
training materials and an on-line course for
continuing education. The UNM Occupational
Therapy Graduate Program faculty will sponsor
educational training sessions to teach you how to
use this new tool. Our first presentation will be at
our Fieldwork Educators Workshop on Friday,
March 7, 2003. CEUs will be provided.

~

Join us for an artist reception on January 31, 2003
at 3: 30 to 5: 30 to introduce the work of the apprentice
artists at VSA of New Mexico. This will be held on
the 2°ct floor of the Health Sciences and Services
Building at UNM

~

Our second class of graduate students will be
presenting their research projects on Friday,
September 5, 2003. Join us for an enjoyable
afternoon. What a great way to earn more CEUs!

...

e

Heidi Sanders (Class of 1997)
Goes to Russia
In February 2000, a private family foundation based in
Charlottesville, Virginia, began seeking out organizations
working with Russian orphanages, specifically those who worked
with children abandoned due to disabilities. The foundation
discovered that few, if any, resources were in place to assist with
this population and the institutions that care for them.

In April 2001, the foundation funded a team of rehabilitation
professionals that traveled to an internat (the term used for those
orphanages housing children with special needs) in
Burturlinovka, Russia. The team, which included Heidi Sanders
from the 3rct class of OT students, evaluated each of the children,
observed daily activities, and participated in dialogue with the
staff members. During the nine-hour flight back to the United States, the team came up with many ideas for future
projects, including an international conference focusing on improving care and facilitating dialogue between the many
institutions serving children in Russia.
The Firefly Children's Network created the first Pediatric Rehabilitation Conference: Focus on Children in
Institutions, October 8-11, 2002. The conference was held at the Russian National Child Rehabilitation Center in
Moscow, Russia. Again Heidi was a team member and presented several lectures. The conference was the first
interdisciplinary forum dedicated to Russian orphanage professionals, Russian and international rehabilitation
practitioners and nongovernmental organizations. The event was designed to foster information exchange among
orphanage professionals and to help develop strategies for bringing existing rehabilitation services to orphans. By
offering training and facilitating networking opportunities, the goal was to reduce orphanage isolation and improve
care to orphans with special needs.
Over fifteen leading Russian and American physicians and therapists traveled to the conference site and presented
a variety of topics, ranging from rehabilitation strategies to public policy. The participants demonstrated great
interest in such areas as augmentative communication, community integration and sensory integration therapy. The
Firefly Network, as well as conference participants, would like to make the conference an annual event. In addition,
many of the speakers are currently working on developing additional projects with their Russian colleagues.

UNM Faculty and Students Participate in
NMOTA Conference
We want to recognize the terrific contributions that faculty, students and alumni from our program made at the
NMOTAAnnual Conference held Nov 1and2 in Las Cruces.
First, applause goes to Lizzie Philips (Class of 2002) who presented a paper on "The effect of a muscle strengthening
program on balance and functional skills in children with cerebral palsy." Also, we want to recognize Christine Kroening

continued on page 10

NMOTA Conference
continued from page 9

(Class of 2002) who presented a paper titled "Time and
space use of women who are homeless with children."
Both of these students' papers were well-received by
good-sized audiences. Ken Cordova (Class of2004) gave
a report (with very little notice) at the NMOTA Business
Luncheon regarding UNM SOTA activities and introduced
our new faculty, Renee Soderland and Martha
Hartgraves.
During the business meeting, a special election lead to
Mary McMain (Class of 1999) being voted in as
NMOTA Vice-President and Victoria VanDame (AKA
Schwartz) (Class of 2001) as NMOTA Secretary.
Currently, Pamela Wilson (Class of2001) serves as the
Treasurer.

Past alumni, Pamela Wilson and Melissa Winkle, both
of the Class of 2001, each taught a short course on,
respectively, cranio-sacral therapy and canine-assisted
therapy.
Two faculty members added to the conference offerings.
Tina McNulty, PhD, OTR/L, presented a paper titled
"Using the readiness for change model to improve
implementation of home safety recommendation in older
adults". Also, Martha Hartgraves, PhD, OTR/L,
presented a paper titled "Polypharmacy and the elderly
client: Effects on functional performance."
All of the faculty are proud of the strong student/alumni
participation at the 2002 NMOTA Annual Conference.
Excellent work! It's never too early to start thinking
about next year, when the NM OTA Annual Conference
will be held in Roswell!

Update on Collaboration between the
UNM Occupational Therapy Program and
VSA of New Mexico
For the third year in a row, the Occupational Therapy Program has collaborated with VSA of New Mexico to
provide an innovative Fieldwork II opportunity for occupational therapy students. VSA of New Mexico is a
community-based organization that provides opportunities for adults with developmental disabilities (referred to as
apprentice artists) to gain skills and produce paintings, poetry, other arts and crafts, and to perform dance.
This past summer Christine Kroening completed one of her Fieldwork II rotations at VSA with occupational
therapy supervision from Dr. Betsy VanLeit. Christine worked with apprentice artists to facilitate successful
occupational performance. She recommended environmental modifications, suggested behavioral arid cognitive
strategies, and developed adaptive equipment as needed. In addition, she was actively involved in program
development, staff education and grant-writing to support quality programming.
VSA of NM is a wonderful place for individuals with physical, cognitive and psychosocial disabilities to grow and
find success. One way to help VSA stay financially sound is to consider buying paintings produced by apprentice
artists at the center. The UNM OT Program has now bought a number of beautiful paintings and hung them
prominently on our floor. We are having a reception for the VSA artists on Friday, January 31'1 from 3:30 to 5:30.
Please stop by and see our beautiful new artwork. If you are interested in possibly purchasing a painting from VSA,
call Wendy Zollinger (345-2872 Extension 14) or Sue Hermes (Extension 20).

Class of 2003 Update
by: Rebecca Starrett, OTS
Greetings from the class of 2003 ! The number in our class is a staggering seven, but we are lucky to have two part
time students in one of our classes to make things a little more lively! We are in the second year of the program,
huffing and puffing a bit but making it through. One of the most exciting things of the semester is that we had the
opportunity to spend one week in a physical disability rehabilitation setting. It gave us the chance to observe an
occupational therapist day in and day out for a week and the opportunity to try some hands-on interventions and
assessments. We all got our feet wet. Four of us stayed in Albuquerque. Amee Turner spent the week at the Veterans
Administration Hospital on the Spinal Cord unit, Anna Martin was at HealthSouth, Albuquerque, and Kathy
Hinson and Lisa Brower both observed at New Mexico Rehabilitation Hospital (formerly known as St. Joes).
Three of us had the opportunity to travel out of state for the week, Joanne Keane went to HealthSouth in Plano,
Texas; Rebecca Starrett spent the week at Kessler Rehabilitation Hospital in West Orange, New Jersey; and Mark
Donovan completed his fieldwork at Transitional Living Community in Galveston, Texas.
We are all deeply involved in writing our Masters Theses and Projects. Collecting data and writing professional
papers serve as a great challenge, but we are all confident that with the assistance of our faculty advisors, we will
prevail.
We look forward to continuing to absorb as much information as possible throughout the remainder of our classes
here and then in the summer, or for some of us next fall, moving on to our Fieldwork II assignments.

Occupational Therapy Students Perform
Community Service Learning
An innovative course within the our program is
benefiting Albuquerque community programs while
teaching students how to gain knowledge of communitybased health issues and develop skills in advocacy,
leadership and communication.
Since 1997, 121 students have given their expertise and
time to 36 different community programs in the Greater
Albuquerque area while taking the Community Health
course. Community programs in which the Occupational
Therapy Program has partnered with include All Faiths
Receiving Home, Albuquerque Partnership, Career
Works, Catholic Social Services, Cuidando Los Ninos,
Juvenile Justice Center, Healthcare for the Homeless,
Resources Inc., Pathways, and VSA. Over the semester
students spend at least 40 hours completing their
community projects.
Projects have included writing a grant for a day program
for people who are homeless, developing program
evaluation procedures, writing and publishing a coloring

book for children focusing on safety, developing and
modeling ergonomic evaluation systems, developing a
resource directory to increase access to services for lowincome families, and following legislative bills which
impact communities. Students work in pairs or alone
depending upon the magnitude of the project.
At the completion of the semester, students present their
project outcomes to faculty and peers using a PowerPoint
presentation. Because of the high quality of the
occupational therapy community projects, many agencies
have requested that additional <:>ccupational therapy
students work with their agency during the next year.
While giving back to the community, the students learn
specific competencies such as organizational skills,
working collaboratively with others towards an end goal,
writing grants and evaluating outcomes of projects. In
addition, the students interact with individuals with life
challenges including legal problems, homelessness,
mental and behavioral health concerns, and poverty.

UNM/APS Collaborative Education Project
Begins 8th Year
We are indeed fortunate to have a renewal of our contract with Albuquerque Public Schools for an 8th consecutive
year. Stipends continue to be offered to four Masters level students for tuition expenses in the last academic year and
during Fieldwork II. We also continue to have two part-time adjunct faculty positions funded through the project.
Last Spring, Sheryl Fleck, OTR/L completed her 3rct year appointment as adjunct faculty after developing and
implementing a comprehensive Independent Study, Handwriting Assessment and Intervention. Thank you Sheryl,
for your contributions to our program over the past years! Marjorie Quine-Smith, OTR/L has returned for a
second year as adjunct faculty.
Our newest adjunct faculty member on the UNM/APS Collaborative Education Project is Barbara Berlin, OTR/L.
Barb was graduated from The College of Saint Catherine with a Bachelor of Arts in Occupational Therapy in 1989.
She began her career as a therapist working at St. Joseph Rehabilitation Hospital in the In-patient Rehabilitation
Unit and has been employed with APS since 1992, working with students from kindergarten through high school.
She has particularly enjoyed working with students who have visual impairments or autism. Barb recently retired
from the US Army Reserves, a position that offered her experience in a wide variety of settings as an occupational
therapist, including intervention for troops who had experienced combat stress. In all settings, Barb has had the
opportunity to give instruction through lectures and in-service sessions on numerous topics. She and her husband
have three children and enjoy the "Parent in Training" status that they offer. They enjoy going "home" to Minnesota
and Montana to visit and enjoy nature through camping, hiking and boating. Barb also has balance in her daily
occupations through her interests in gardening, participation in their church's Bell Choir, and Little League Baseball
activities. Welcome Barb!

News Flashes from the Field
Alumni Featured in the Albuquerque Tribune

APS Faculty defends Master Thesis

Kudos go to Melissa Winkle, OTR/L (Class of 2001)
for the feature article "Jesse at the Ready," that was
published in the Albuquerque Tribune on June 20, 2002.
Melissa's assistance dog, Jesse, took center stage in the
article (and accompanying photo) as it described Jesse's
role in therapy provided to one child at Kidpower
Therapy and Associates. The article gave Albuquerque
readers a better understanding of animal-assisted
interventions along with more details about occupational
therapy for children with disabilities. Bravo Melissa!

Congratulations to Marjorie Quine-Smith for
successfully defending her Master's T.hesis in the UNM
Education Department. Marjorie began as one of our
program's APS faculty in fall of 2001. Her thesis title
was "Occupational Therapy and Literacy" and focused
on how occupational therapy services related to stµdents'
involvement with their school literacy programs. She
has earned a Master of Arts degree in elementary
education with an emphasis on early childhood education
and multicultural issues.

New Bundles of Joy
Congratulations to Rokeya Jaramillo (Class of 2000).
She gave birth to a baby girl, Isabella, on May 23, 2002.
Isabella weighed Slb. 4 oz.

Congratulations to Raymond Malstead (Class of2001) who
this year became a' 'Proud Papa" of his baby girl, Cypress Rose.
Raymond and his family have relocated to Western Washington
and are doing well in the Pacific Northwest.

Current Master's Thesis/Projects
Topic
•!•Mother 's Perception of Child Care Assistance: The
Impact of a Child's Disability
•!• Family Routines: Comparison of Perceptions of
Mothers with and without Disabilities
•!•The Legacy of A.J. Ayres: Leadership and
Productivity of the Original Sensory Integration Faculty
•!•Time Use and Stress of Mealtimes WitH PreschoolAge Children: The Impact of Having a Child with Autism
•!• Effect of Splints on Functional Skills in Children with
Cerebral Palsy (EMG)
•!• Validity and Reliability of the Self-Report Hand
Function Test in Persons with Scleroderma
•!• Occupational Therapy Following Basal Joint Arthroplasty
•!• Validity and Reliability of the Self-Report Hand
Function Test in Persons with Rheumatoid Arthritis
•!• Effect of Amphetamines on Motor Function in
Children with Traumatic Brain Injury
•!• Constraint-Induced Therapy in Pediatrics
•!• TBI: The Effect of Amphetamine Trials on Motor
Recovery in Children/ Adolescents
•!• Anticipatory Postural Control in Infant/Toddlers with
and without Down Syndrome
•!• Effects of Splints on Functional Skills in Children
with Cerebral Palsy (Kinematics)
•!• Balance and Strength in Children with Spastic CP
•!• Rural Health Interdisciplinary Program: Qualitative
Analysis of Student Perspectives
•!• Occupational Performance Problems and the
Presence of Depressive Symptoms in Older Adults
•!• Role Participation and the Presence of Depressive
Symptoms in Older Adults
•!• Occupational Performance and Satisfaction in
Mothers with Children with Disabilities Over Time
•!• Occupational Satisfaction and Performance of
Women with Children Who are Homeless
•!• Use of the COPM to Measure Outcomes of a Pain
Management Program
•!• Analysis of Student-Developed PBL Cases for the
Rural Health Interdisciplinary Program
+!+ Socio-economic Status and Functional Outcome
After Carpal Tunnel Surgery
•!• Correlation Between the Symptom Severity Scale
and the DASH in People with Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

Thesis Chair

Student

Dr. Terry Crowe

Kathy Hinson

Dr. Terry Crowe

Marie Shiji

Dr. Terry Crowe

Lisa Griggs-Stapleton

Dr. Terry Crowe

Sarah Picchiarini

Dr. Janet Poole

Joanne Keane

Dr. Janet Poole
Dr. Janet Poole

Lisa Brower
Miranda Heeter

Dr. Janet Poole

Ken Cordova

Dr. Pat Burtner
Dr. Pat Burtner

Amee Turner
Anna Martin

Dr. Pat Burtner

Claudia Bergsohn

Dr. Pat Burtner

Nancy Rawcliffe

Dr. Burtner I Dr. Poole
Dr. Pat Burtner

Jocelyn Phillips
Felipe Rivera

Dr. Tina McNulty

Jacqueline Yazzie

Dr. Tina McNulty

Angela Lindeman

Dr. Tina McNulty

Catheri~e

Dr. Betsy VanLeit

Mark Donovan

Dr. Betsy VanLeit

Rebecca Starrett

Dr. Betsy VanLeit

Abbey Fortess

Dr. Betsy VanLeit

Johanna Cu bra

Dr. Martha Hartgraves

Carol Spizman

Dr. Martha Hartgraves

Cynthia Bonilla

Young
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Class of 2004
by: Angela Lindeman, OTS
We thought it might be nice to give everyone a chance to know a little bit more about the class of 2004 and here we are.

Lisa Griggs-Stapleton is originally from Texas, and has a M.A. in Psychology. She was a former computer
programmer and is a big asset to our class (for those of use who are computer-challenged) She is married with
one child in the shape of a large, vocal dog. For her, the best part about the program is the Problem-Based
Learning, "It lets us apply immediately what we are learning in the classroom."
Miranda Heeter, has lived in Albuquerque her entire life and graduated from UNM with her B.A. in Spanish.
She is currently single and has spent previous summers volunteering in Mexico and Paraguay. Her past occupations
include life-guarding, cardiac rehabilitation and she currently spends her free time waitressing. As our class
social coordinator, she threw a wonderful Alaskan Luau barbeque this fall!
Ken Cordova is 31 yrs old and a native New Mexican. He received his Bachelor's degree in Communication with a
minor in Spanish. He loves to eat and his favorite food is lasagna. Ken likes to travel and loves to snow ski. He has six
nieces, one nephew, and a great niece. He loves New Mexico sunsets, weather, culture, and mountains. He recently
became proactive in the "Save the Seals" campaign (you'll need to ask him about this one!).
Johanna Cubra is originally from Cape Cod, Massachusetts. She is a professional dancer and dance instructor. She
received her undergraduate degree in Family Studies and was a case manager for the Department of Human Services
(TANF) from 1999-2002. She also has a ten year old daughter, "who teaches me what life and education are really about!"
Carol M. Spizman is originally from Los Angeles, California and has lived in Albuquerque for seven years . She
has two cats named Bonnie and Clyde. She sings professionally and is a Massage Therapist. Before she came to
the program, she was a C.O.T.A. for seven years . Carol rode in a hot air balloon for the first time this fall!
Nancy Rawcliffe was born in Chicago, but now considers herself a
New Mexican. She is "ecstatically," happily married and she lives with
her hubby, horses, dogs, and cats in Los Lunas. She has worked in both
x-ray and ultrasound for twenty years before corning to this program!
She also taught ultrasound at Colorado State University t? veterinarians
and students.
Felipe Rivera was born in Albuquerque and received his B.S. in
Physical Education in 2001. He cmrently works for ARCA and at
Manzano Day School after-school program. He has a five-year' old
daughter, Daniella, and he has been "engaged" for seven years.
Cindy Bonilla moved to New Mexico from Southern California two
years ago to get away from the chaos and stress of the "big city." She
has a B.S. in Clinical Genetics from California State UniversityDominguez Hills. She says, "I love genetics and look forward to
incorporating that knowledge with occupational therapy as my new
profession."
continued on page 15

Class of 2004
continued from page 14
Abbey Fortress is originally from Albuquerque. She received her undergraduate degree in Psychology at UNM.
She worked at AIR medical supply before entering this program. Her little kitten is named "Tux." She said "I've
really enjoyed getting to know the people in this program since I've started."
Cat Young is originally from Prescott, Arizona. She received her B.A. in Psychology from Fort Lewis College
in 1997. After graduation, she worked for a vocational training program for adults with developmental disabilities.
She then worked for a state agency as a case manager for the Division of Developmental Disabilities.
Claudia Bergsohn moved here from Gallup, New Mexico, where she has been a special education teacher
for the last fifteen years. She received her B.S. in Education from Northern Arizona University. She is a
single parent of two boys, Walker and Dustin, ages ten and thirteen. Oh, and ... she also runs half-marathons
in her spare time!
Sarah Picchiarini is originally from Scottsdale, Arizona and has lived in New Mexico for eight years. She lives
with her husband, dog, and cat in a wonderful home near the university. She has worked with horses for many
years and has a strong interest in hippotherapy.
Gabe Sotelo moved here from El Paso, Texas after finishing up his B.S. in Health Sciences from UTEP in the
spring. He loves to read car magazines (in his abundant spare time) and he likes the culture, weather, and people
here in New Mexico. In El Paso, he was a very active volunteer with the American Lung Association and the
American Cancer Society. He is interested in Geriatric Occupational Therapy.
Angela Lindeman (I) moved here in May from Anchorage, Alaska, with my three-year old daughter,
Mackenzie. I've spent the last couple of years substitute teaching and working as an Activity Therapist. I
graduated from the University of Alaska, Anchorage in May of 2000 with a B.S. in Psychology. I'm really
enjoying the program and all the people I have met here at school! I love the balloon fiesta, fall-time, and
the SUNLIGHT (I've only been deprived for twenty-five years!). Next year, I've promised to again share
some Alaskan treats (salmon, halibut, moose, sheep, etc.) and spare the SEALS, thanks in part to Ken
Cordova for his extensive "SAVE THE SEAL" campaign!
Our class has also enjoyed the part-time students who have joined us this year: Marie Shije, Jacque Yazzie, and
Jocelyn Phillips.
We also want to welcome our new professor, Martha Hartgraves, who is teaching us
both "Applied Kinesiology" and coordinating "Survey of Medical Sciences."
We have all made major adjustments to be in this program, whether it's a career
shift, a major move, or a transition from one university to another. Through
these adjustments, we've all learned so much from each other and we're
excited about the new doors this program will open for us in the future.
The UNM Occupational Therapy Program has a strong foundation in
the sciences and we all had a wonde1ful introduction this summer to
Gross Anatomy with a 10-week cadaver lab. The Gross Anatomy
course has really complemented all of our other coursework and the
"Problem Based Learning" has really helped us to apply that
knowledge to real client situations.

-------------------------------

Faculty 2002 Update
(Faculty in Bold, Students in Italics)

Publications
Burtner, P.A., McMain, M., & Crowe, T.K. (2002). Use of
Pediatric Assessments by School-Based Occupational
Therapists in the Southwestern United States. Physical
and Occupational Therapy in Pediatrics. 22, 25-39.

Geller, Z.D., Rhyne, R.L., Hansbarger, C., Borrego, M.E.,
VanLeit, B ., & Scaletti, J.V. (2002) . Interdisciplinary
Health Professional Education in Rural New Mexico:
A Ten-Year Experience. Learning in Health and Social
Care, l, 33-46.

Burtner, P.A., Geisler- Ortega, S. Gonzales-Morris, C.,
Scott, K & Qualls C. (2002). Discriminative Validity
of the Motor-Free Visual Perception Test Revised.
Occupational Therapy Journal of Research, 22, 1-4.
Burtner, P.A., Geisler-Ortega, S., Gonzales-Morris, C.,
Scott, K & Qualls C. (2002) Test-Retest Reliability of
the Motor-Free Visual Perception Test Revised in
Children and without Learning Disabilities. Physical
and Occupational Therapy in Pediatrics.
Crowe, T.K. & Montoya, 1. (June 2002). Preparing
Students to be Change Agents for Occupational
Therapy and People with Disabilities. AOTA
Education Special Interest Section Quarterly, 12, 3-4.
Crowe, T.K. (2002). Consistency of Family Routines
in Families with Children with Disabilities.
Occupational Therapy Journal of Research, 22.
Crowe, T.K., Meet Me in Malaysia In 2006, International
Perspective, (October 2002), Advance.
Crowe, T.K., What in the World is WFOT?, International
Perspective, (September 2002) Advance.
Poole, J.L., & Whitney, S.L. (2001). Assessment of Motor
Function Post Stroke: A Review. Physical and
Occupational Therapy in Geriatrics, 1.2, 1-22.
VanLeit, B. & Crowe, T.K. (2002) . Outcomes of a Health
Promotion Program for Mothers of Children with
Disabilities: Impact on Time Use, Occupational
Performance And Satisfaction. American Journal of
Occupational Therapy. 56, 402-410.

Helitzer, D.L., Cunningham-Sabo, L.D., VanLeit, B.,
& Crowe, T.K. (2002). Changes in Self Perception
and Coping Strategies of Mothers of Children with
Disabilities. OTJR: Occupation. Participation and
Health. 22(1), 25 -3 3.

Presentations
VanLeit, B. (February 2002). University of New Mexico
Problem-Based Learning Tutor Training Workshop,
Albuquerque, NM.
VanLeit, B. (March 2002). University of New Mexico
Problem-Based Learning Tutor Training Workshop,
Albuquerque, NM.
Crowe, T.K. (May 2002), Coordinator of the AOTA
International Lunch, American Occupational Therapy
Association Annual Conference, Miami Beach, FL.

Van Dame, V.R .. & Poole, J.L. (May 2002). Relationship
Between Visual Perceptual Measures and Functional
Ability. American Occupational Therapy Association
Annual Conference, Miami Beach, FL.
Montoya, J.R., Gerry, D.M., Poole, J.L. & McNulty, T.
(May 2002). Dexterity, Visual, Perception, and
Disability in Persons with Multiple Sclerosis.
American Occupational Therapy Association Annual
Conference, Miami Beach, FL.

McNulty, T., Winkle, M., & Johnson, J. (May 2002).
Implementation of Home Safety Recommendations:
Effects of Ethnicity and Readiness for Change.
American Occupational Therapy Association Annual
Conference, Miami Beach, FL.
Burtner, P.A., Mahnke, A., & Abeyta, R. (May 2002).
Effect of Splints in Function in Children with Cerebral
Palsy. American Occupational Therapy Association
Annual Conference, Miami Beach, FL.
Schlosser, A., Phillips, E., & Burtner, P.A. (May 2002).
Effects of Strengthening in Function/Balance in Children
with Spasticity. American Occupational Therapy
Association Annual Conference, Miami Beach, FL.

Batiste, S., Cano, J., Crowe, T.K., Law, M., & Starnes, W.
(June 2002). The Student Fieldwork Performance
Measure (SFPM), World Federation of Occupational
Therapists Congress, Stockholm, Sweden.

McNulty, T., & Johnson, J. (November 2002). Using the
Readiness for Change Model to Improve Implementation
of Home Safety Recommendation in Older Adults.
New Mexico Occupational Therapy Association Annual
Conference, Las Cruces, NM.
Kroening, C., Crowe, T.K., McNulty, T., & VanLeit, B.
(November 2002). Time and Space Use of Women
Who Are Homeless with Children. New Mexico
Occupational Therapy Association Annual Conference,
Las Cruces, NM.

Hartgraves, M. (November, 2002). Polypharmacy and
the Elderly Client: Effects on Functional Performance.
New Mexico Occupational Therapy Association
Annual Conference, Las Cruces, NM.
Poole, J.L. (November 2002). Constraint Induced Therapy:
Research and Practical Application. Second Annual
Stroke Education Conference, Albuquerque, NM.

Crowe, T.K., Regalado, M.S., & Poffenroth, J. (June 2002).
Community Participation: Challenges for People Living
in Mexico and the United States; World Federation of
Occupational Therapists, Stockholm, Sweden.
VanLeit, B. (June 2002). University of New Mexico
Problem-Based Learning Tutor Training Workshop,
Albuquerque, NM.
Poole, J.L. & Brower, L.M. (October 2002). Reliability
and Validity of the Hand Function Disability Scale in
Persons with Systemic Sclerosis Scleroderma).
Association of Rheumatology Health Professionals
Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA.
Atanasoff, G., & Poole, J.L. (October 2002). Functional and
Work Disability in Persons with Systemic Lupus
Erythematosus. Association of Rheumatology Health
Professionals Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA.

Poole, J.L., Chiappisi, H.R., & Schukar, J. (October 2002).
Factors related to Quality of Life in Native Americans
and Anglo Women with and without Rheumatoid
Arthritis. Association of Rheumatalogy Health
Professions Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA.
Phillips, E., Schlosser, A., & Burtner, P.A. (November
2002). Effects of Strengthening in Function/Balance
in Children with Spasticity. New Mexico
Occupational Therapy Association Annual Conference, Las
Cruces, NM.

Grants
Dr. Terry Crowe
2002-2004, Crowe, T.K. (Principal Investigator), McClain,
C., Provost, B., & Osbourn, P, Feeding, Sensory and
Nutritional Behaviors in Children with Autism, SOM
Research Allocation Fund, $20,000
2002, Obtainment of recurring funds from UNM Formula
Funding for the Occupational Therapy Graduate Program.
2002, Program Development Grant, State Equipment
Renewal and Replacement Funds, UNM Health Sciences
Center, $31,000

Professional Activities

Grants
(Continued)

Dr. Terry Crowe
Dr. Patricia Burtner

2002, Represented the United States, Council Meeting and
13'h World Congress, World Federation of Occupational
Therapists, Stockholm, Sweden

2002, Co-Principal Investigator, UNM School of Medicine
Research Allocation Committee, Phillips, J., & Burtner, P.,
"Treadmill Training in Children with Cerebral Palsy", $16,000

2002, Program Committee, 6th Annual Disability Conference
and Research Symposium, Albuquerque, NM

2002, Principal Investigator I Faculty Liaison, Albuquerque
Public Schools, "UNM/Albuquerque Public Schools
Collaborative Project", $89,000

2002, International Agenda Task Force Committee, Office
of the Vice Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs

2001 -present, Co-Principal Investigator, National Institutes
of Health Program Announcement # HD-00-024 Philips, J .,
Brooks, W., Feeney, D. , Bedrick, E., Campbell, R. , Yeo, R.,
Storrs, B. , & Burtner, P. "Amphetamine and Recovery In
Pediatric Traumatic Brain Injury", $300,000

2002, UNM International Study Advisory Committee
(Study Abroad Task Force)
2002, School of Medicine International Advisory Committee
2002, UNM Provost's Faculty Ethics and Advisory Committee

Dr. Tina McNulty

2000-2002, Abstract Reviewer, American Occupational
Therapy Association Annual Conference

2001-2002, Principal Investigator, "Mining the Gold:
Determining the Critical Learning Elements of the Rural
Health Interdisciplinary Program" . Grant submitted to the
Center for Teaching Excellence at ENMU, $2,448 .

2001 -2002, Member, Dean's Task Force on Children and
Adults with Developmental Disabilities, and Education and
Training Subcommittee, School of Medicine

Dr. Betsy VanLeit

2001-2002, Member, Long Term Therapy Task Force, Health
Sciences Center, Center for Development and Disabilities

2002, Principal Investigator, Quentin N. Burdick Rural
Health Interdisciplinary Training Grant, $900,000.

2002- 2004, Board of Directors, Parents Reaching Out (PRO),
Albuquerque, NM
2001-2002, Women on the Move Award Steering Committee,
YWCA

-·

2000-2003, Member, Research Allocation Committee,
School of Medicine

••

2002-2005, Member, New Mexico Disability and Health
Advisory Council, New Mexico Department of Health

•

2002-2005 , Editorial Board, Occupational Therapy
International

•

:1

•

:

•

•

----------------------------

Dr. Patricia Burtner
2000-2002, National Advisory Board, "Management of
Spasticity" Professional Post Graduate Services, Continuing
Medical Education, Physicians World Communication
Group, Secaucus, NJ
2002, National Advisory Board, "Rehabilitation Considerations in Spasticity Management" Elan Pharmaceuticals,
San Diego, CA.
1999-present, Roster of Accreditation Evaluators, American
Occupational Therapy Association.
2000-present, Editorial Board, Physical and Occupational
Therapy in Pediatrics.
1996-2002, Editorial Board, Developmental Medicine and
Child Neurology.

Dr. Tina McNulty

Professional Activities
(Continued)
Dr. Janet Poole
2002, Abstract Reviewer, American Occupational Therapy
Association Annual Conference
2001-2002, Program Committee, Association of Rheumatology
Health Professionals 37thAnnual Conference, New Orleans, LA.

2002-2005 Member, Board of Examiners for Occupational
Therapy - New Mexico Regulation and Licensing Department
2002-2005
1999-present, Reviewer, Physical and Occupational Therapy
in Geriatrics

Dr. Betsy VanLeit
2002 - present, Commission Member, American Occupational
Therapy Association Commission on Education

2001-2002, Outcomes Task Force, Association of Rheumatology
Health Professionals
2001-2003, Peer Review Panel, Association of Rheumatology
Health Professionals Annual Conference
2001-present, Editorial Board, Occupational Therapy Journal
of Research
200 I-present, Editorial Board, Arthritis Care and Research
2001- present, National Multiple Sclerosis Rio Grande
Division, Clinical Advisory Committee
1999-present, New Mexico Arthritis Advisory Council
1998-present, Executive Committee, Rehabilitation Section,
American College of Rheumatology

Look for information about the
Occupational Therapy Program
on the Web at

http://hsc.unm.edu/som/ot

